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New Westminster residents want to change traffic patterns that now see more than 340,000 
rush-hour commuters drive through their city daily.  
 
They are tired of cars and trucks rumbling past city parks and schools and through residential 
neighborhoods. They are fed up with clogged arterials. They complain to city hall about paying 
to pave and repair roads dominated by out-of-town traffic.  
 
About 25 New Westminster residents attended a community meeting Thursday night to discuss 
whether the focus should be on trying to reduce the speed of commuters or keeping them out of 
their neighborhood entirely.  
 
The residents, who live in the Kelvin neighborhood, plan to consult with their neighbors before 
presenting a list of options to city council.  
 
Some want side streets closed; others say speed bumps would encourage commuters to slow 
down or stop shortcutting through residential areas.  
 
“I think the idea is to make it so people won't come to these areas,” said Patrick O’Connor.  
 
Jeff Kirk lives on Nanaimo Street, one of the side streets, but said he doesn’t want speed bumps 
in front of his house.  
 
Anne O’Shaugnessy lives on 8th Avenue which feeds Alex Fraser bridge. She worries that 
closing secondary roads would shift even higher volume onto major arterials. “I don't expect to 
see them closed off, but I expect to share the wealth.”  
 
The city has planned its own series of public meetings this fall to collect ideas on the complex 
issue of traffic management. A 25-year traffic plan is expected early next year.  
 
Councillor Casey Cook said the city needs a comprehensive plan. “We are into situations where 
it's getting progressively worse in terms of numbers. Neighborhoods are being overrun.”   
 
City planners and engineers are considering a number of options to relieve the congestion, 
including bicycle networks and high-occupancy vehicle lanes.  
 
New Westminster, with a population of 49,000, is a victim of its geography, positioned as it is at 
the centre of a region of 1.8 million people.  
 
“They like the fact they live in the geographic centre; they have great access to all the adjacent 
municipalities,” city transportation engineer Renate Ehm said of New Westminster residents.  
 
“By the same token, they resent the fact that because we have such great access, we’re in a 
prime location for people travelling through New Westminster.”  



 
Chuck Puchmayr, president of the Kelvin Residents’ Association in a neighborhood besieged by 
commuter traffic, says the problem must be addressed on a regional basis -- not neighborhood 
by neighborhood -- to avoid shifting the problem from one area to another.  
 
The Kelvin neighborhood, with about 400 homes, is surrounded by Sixth, Eighth and 10th 
avenues.  
 
“We agree we have to have traffic,” Puchmayr said. “We’re the centre and the dissecting point 
for a lot of commuters. But we’re very vulnerable.”   
 
Puchmayr is concerned that commuters will be tempted to use side streets when the arterials 
are jammed. In May, for example, city engineers counted 280 cars between 4 and 5 p.m. on 
10th Street, a side street with an elementary school and a park.  
 
“People listen to the traffic reports on the radio and hear there’s been an accident on Pattullo or 
{Alex} Fraser, and they take a short cut.” He said his neighbors whose homes front major 
arterials face lower property values.  
 
“People are upset that all this traffic is going through, and there’s no benefit to New 
Westminster,” Puchmayr said.  
 
“The three major arterials don’t have shops, so people won’t stop and do shopping on their way 
home. It’s the last thing on their minds.”  
 
Port Moody Mayor John Northey, chair of the Greater Vancouver regional district’s strategic 
planning committee, noted that Lower Mainland traffic volumes are forecast to increase by 60 
per cent by 2021. This despite the expected introduction over the same period of transportation 
control measures such as high-occupancy vehicle lanes, bridge and road tolls, improved transit 
and bicycle lanes.  
 
Northey said the planned rapid transit line from Vancouver to Coquitlam may reduce the New 
Westminster bottleneck.  
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